
Context 

As of 2017, 1.6 million Venezuelans were living outside their country (IOM), driven by lack of access to food, medi-

cine and health services, and/or political tensions (WFP Rapid Profiling, Colombia Nov-Dec 2018).  

Colombia is the country most affected by population outflows. To date, over 1 million migrants from Venezuela 

have crossed the border and some 660,000 have stayed. In February 2018, the Government of Colombia has offi-

cially requested UN support to reinforce internal capacities and ensure an efficient response. On April 6, WFP de-

clared a Level 2 Emergency. 

 
Contact: WFP Emergency Coordinator, Marc Regnault de la Mothe  Marc.Regnaultdelamothe@wfp.org 

Humanitarian Needs 

Assessments undertaken by IOM, WFP and UNHCR at 

the end of 2017, indicate a worrying humanitarian situa-

tion, especially among vulnerable women and children:  

 82% of migrants lack key basic needs; 

 30% of interviewed households are moderately to 

severely food insecure, nearly all others are “at-

risk”; 

 Two-thirds are relying on negative crisis coping and 

19% on emergency strategies (child labor; prostitu-

tion; begging); 

 80% have no access to health services or medicine;  

 The nutrition of children and mothers is very pre-

carious, due to poor access to quality and quantity 

of food, water and medicine. 

The primary focus of the Government and the humani-

tarian community is on three border departments: Ar-

auca, La Guajira, and Norte de Santander, where:  

 Activities by armed non-state actors are on the rise 

especially in Norte de Santander; 

 High unemployment is exacerbated by the influx;  

 Drought conditions in La Guajira is depleting re-

sources and disrupting cropping patterns; 

 Marginalized borderland indigenous communities 

are unable to cope with the influx from Venezuela. 

WFP response 

A regional emergency preparedness operation was ap-

proved to strengthen preparedness activities in support 

of migrants from Venezuela. In Colombia, additional 

staff have been deployed to support the design of an 

emergency response. A budget revision of the Colom-

bia Country Strategic Plan is being prepared under Stra-

tegic Outcome 2 (Crisis Response). 

Budget revision objective: To ensure immediate life-

saving food and nutrition assistance to 350,000 people, 

while enabling community integration through: 

 Immediate food assistance for vulnerable migrants 

at transit centers and people of concern (women, 

children); 

 Continued food and nutrition assistance to vulner-

able migrants leaving the transit centers, and to 

vulnerable and indigenous host communities;  

 Emergency expansion of school feeding to guaran-

tee food, child protection and integration.       

Special attention will be given to protection issues, pro-

moting integration and solidarity with host communi-

ties, and longer-term community based solutions.  

Period: In line with the UN Integrated Response Plan 

(draft),  WFP’s response is through December 2018.    

Needs: Estimated USD 46 million; 100% shortfall 

(estimated initial requirements). 
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